
AP Latin Syllabus

Course Overview 
!
In this course, students strengthen their reading, translation, and analytical skills through intense study 
of Caesar’s de Bello Gallico and Vergil’s Aeneid, as well as a broader exposure to the works of other 
Roman authors. 
!
Required Readings 
Gallic War, Caesar 

Book 1: Chapters 1-7 
Book 4: Chapters 24-35 and the first sentence of Chapter 36 
Book 5: Chapters 24-48 
Book 6: Chapters 13-20 
Books 1, 6, & 7 in English 
!

Aeneid, Vergil 
Book 1: ll. 1-209, 418-440, 494-578 
Book 2: ll. 40-56, 201-249, 268-297, 559-620 
Book 4: ll. 160-218, 259-361, 659-705 
Book 6: ll. 295-332, 384-425, 450-476, 847-899 
Books 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, & 12 in English (most Latin students would enjoy reading Aeneid 
in its entirety and are highly encouraged to do so) 

!
Materials 
Vergil’s Aeneid, Pharr, Clyde (textbook provided by LTHS; students may also wish to find a free online 
version for printing/annotating) 
Any published edition of Aeneid in translation. Students may purchase an e-book or a print edition, or 
use a free online edition. Mrs. Aguirre has several print editions to lend,but students may not annotate 
directly into Mrs. Aguirre’s copies! (Use post-its!) 
Gallic War, Caesar (This text can be found on several reputable websites at no charge. Students will load 
both the required English and Latin books onto their personal digital devices, and/or print them for 
annotation. Notes and commentary will be provided by the instructor as necessary on the blog or as 
printed handouts.) 
!
!

!
!
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Course Goals 
!
Reading and Comprehending 
!
In addition to comprehending assigned Latin and English texts at a literal level, students will: 

• keep in mind the political, historical, literary, and cultural contexts. 

• apply knowledge of figurative language to enrich understanding. 

• appreciate meter through oral readings and scansion. 
!
Accurate and Literal Translation 
!
When preparing a translation of a text, students will: 

• apply knowledge of Latin morphology and syntax to create a literal translation. 

• choose the most appropriate definition for vocabulary in context. 

• apply knowledge of English usages. 
!
Critical Analysis of Texts 
!
When interpreting Latin texts through discussions and writing, students will: 

• develop logical argumentation, supported by evidence from the text at hand and by examples from 
previous English and Latin readings and previous class discussions. 

• articulate conclusions and inferences drawn from the text itself or contextual knowledge. 

• analyze language usage, rhetorical strategies, and poetic devices, etc. 

• analyze with knowledge of the Romans’ products, practices, and perspectives. 

• [during class discussions] enjoy a connection between the texts and one’s own personal literary 
experience while avoiding personalized interpretations. 

• [when writing] prioritize clarity and critical analysis over bombast or flourish. 
!

!
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Grading Policy 
Formative -40% 
a minimum of 10 written, graded assignments per 9 weeks 
1 overall reading-aloud participation grade per 9 weeks 
3-5 discussion grades per 9 weeks !
• Students are called upon to read aloud at least once a week, and may volunteer to do so more often. 
For one formative grade per 9 weeks grading cycle, students must accumulate ten (10) read-aloud 
checks.  

• Homework will rarely be grade per se. However, in-class assignments and activities based directly 
on prepared passages will be graded regularly. Therefore, it is unlikely that students will do well in 
this course without regular review and preparation outside of class. 

• Students are evaluated on preparation for and participation in class discussions, presentations, and 
student led inquiry. 3-5 discussion grades will be given per 9 weeks grading period. 

• The need for regular, frequent practice creates more products than could ever be formally graded. 
Take each assignment seriously in case it gets taken up. Of the many written practice items (literal 
translation, sight reading, short answer, analytical writing process) a minimum of ten per 9 weeks are 
graded by the instructor and recorded in the grade book. 

!
Summative - 60% 
a minimum of 3 tests per 9 weeks 
a cumulative project after the AP Exam in May !

!
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!
Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments 

!
N.B. since we meet on A/B block, some weeks have three 90 min. class meetings and some weeks have 
two. The course is divided into four “9 weeks” grading periods. 
!
Formative Assessments (40% of 9 weeks grade) 
!
Students complete these assignments in order to practice and receive feedback on their progress. Some 
are completed outside of class meetings, some occur at each class meeting, and some occur on a weekly 
basis. 
!
Outside of class: 

• Students will complete self-assigned review exercises and assessments. (See reflection 
requirement, explained in the “in class” activities.) 

• Students will read and annotate required English texts as assigned. 

• After each class meeting, students will prepare required Latin texts as assigned. (Any syllabus-
based text read at sight during class is automatically ‘assigned’ to be prepared by the next class.) 

• Students will review previously prepared Latin texts regularly. 

• Occasionally, students will view instructor-produced and classmate-produced instructional videos 
outside of class in lieu of in-class lecture. 

• While these expectations are high, students need not spend hours and hours each evening on Latin. 
Students who review and prepare regularly should expect to spend an average of half an hour 
outside of class per class meeting. 

!
At each class meeting: 

• Students will read and then write original, literal, accurate translations of Latin passages from the 
course’s required Caesar and Vergil readings. 

• Students will read unprepared syllabus-based Latin text at sight at each class meeting. 
Comprehension, morphology/syntax, and knowledge of literary elements will be assessed by 
various means (e.g. multiple choice questions, discussion, peer feedback, translation rubric). 

• N.B. Syllabus-based passages which are read at sight in class will become the source 
material for follow up assignments and assessments using texts which are considered 
prepared. 

• Specific translation activities will vary with respect to grouping (collaborative/individual), 
source of feedback (instructor/peers/self), type of feedback (rubric/peer editing/discussion), 
mode, medium (digital/paper/manipulatives/, and type of credit earned (participation/
completion or accuracy).  
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• Regardless of the translation activity being practiced, students will develop a written or typed 
product that renders the vocabulary, morphology and syntax of the Latin accurately and 
literally. Students will use the course framework’s specific literary, morphological, syntactical, 
and rhetorical terms correctly, regardless of the grouping, mode, product, or medium. 

• Students will demonstrate comprehension and cultural appreciation of the course’s required 
English and Latin texts through interaction with the class. Discussion formats may be highly 
formal and regulated, such as a Socratic Circle with assigned roles, or more informal, such as 
mind-mapping or student-led inquiry. Some discussions will be held in a secure online 
environment in order to continue the conversation past the bell. Students will use the course 
framework’s specific literary, morphological, syntactical, and rhetorical terms correctly in their 
discussions. 

!
On a weekly basis: 

• Lectures, presentations, web-quests, map studies, and film clips are used to support 
understanding of historical and cultural context. These may be produced by the instructor, 
individual students, or student groups.  

• When reading poetry, students practice scansion (dactylic hexameter) at least once a week. 

• Students are called upon to read Latin aloud at least once a week while translating, reviewing, 
discussing, scanning, or sight reading. This practice supports comprehension and boosts 
confidence. 

• Once a week, students read non-syllabus-based passages by Vergil and Caesar at sight, as well 
as works of other Latin authors such as (but not limited to) Cicero, Livy, Pliny, Ovid, Catullus, 
and Horace. Students’ comprehension of such sight passages will be assessed through multiple 
choice and short answer items. Students will use the course framework’s specific literary, 
morphological, syntactical, and rhetorical terms correctly when responding. 

• Students respond to syllabus-based passages with both short answer and well-developed 
analytical writing, using the course framework’s specific literary, morphological, syntactical, 
and rhetorical terms correctly in their responses. 

• Students contextualize (political, cultural, historical),  

• identify and explain important themes,  

• and analyze literary and rhetorical elements.  

• At this formative stage, writing assignments include instruction in and feedback for  

• correctly interpreting the prompt/question(s),  

• planning/pre-writing,  

• choosing and explaining evidence from the Latin text,  

• and time management;  

• these supports will be gradually withdrawn in favor of weekly, timed essay and short 
answer quizzes.  

• Students will receive feedback from peers as well as the instructor.  



AP Latin Syllabus

• Students have opportunities at least once every three weeks (i.e. once per progress report cycle) 
for reflection, self assessment, and goal setting.  

• Students assign themselves remedial vocabulary, morphology, syntax, scansion, and 
figurative language practice according the needs identified in their reflections. They design 
and complete assessments of recall and application.  

• These short but unobtrusive review exercises provide differentiation for varying cognitive 
abilities, levels of experience, and preferences in memorization strategy (e.g. online vs. 
paper flashcards).  

• All self-assigned remedial/review work is planned in class but much of it is completed 
outside of class.  

• Because all students have room to grow, this ongoing process is required of all students. 
The instructor will “stay out of the way” of all honest and productive remediation plans, 
but will have the final say on what can and cannot earn credit for this requirement.  

• Students who are achieving above current course expectations should not consider those 
expectations to be limitations! 

!
!
Summative Assessments (60% of 9 weeks grade) 
!
Students complete these tests in order to demonstrate mastery of objectives. There will be at least three 
(3) summative assessments in a 9 week grading period and they will roughly coincide with progress 
report cycles.  
Tests are passage based (i.e. vocabulary, morphology, syntax, literary terms, cultural context, etc. are 
assessed from within the context of a larger passage rather than in isolation). 
Tests are cumulative to encourage continuous review. Any previously prepared texts may appear as a 
passage on a test.  
!
prepared passages may be used for: 

• multiple choice questions which assess 
• comprehension (both literal and inferred) 
• morphology and syntax 
• stylistic, literary, and rhetorical features 
• best translation of a word in context 
• historical, cultural, or political context and literary convention 
• scansion (if poetry) 

• accurate, literal translation into good English 
• short answer questions which assess 

• comprehension (both literal and inferred) 
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• the context of a passage within the greater text 
• the cultural, historical, or political context 
• the use of quoted evidence to support any of the above 
• morphology and syntax 
• scansion (if poetry) 

• an essay question that assesses 
• comprehension 
• the cultural, historical, or political context 
• the effect of stylistic, literary, and rhetorical features 
• the use of quoted evidence to support argumentation 

!
unseen passages (both syllabus-based and other works) will be paired with multiple choice questions 
which assess 

• comprehension (both literal and inferred) 
• morphology and syntax 
• stylistic, literary, and rhetorical features 
• best translation of a word in context 
• historical, cultural, or political context and literary convention 
• scansion (if poetry) 

!
Reading Schedule 
Subject to change. Always refer to the class calendar and blog for up-to-the-minute information. 
Summer reading is NOT a requirement for this course (i.e. there will be no summer reading test on the 
first day of class), although it is strongly encouraged that students be familiar with the English texts 
before class begins.  
!
1st 9 weeks 
• 1st progress check (weeks 1-3) 

• Books 1, 6, 7 of Gallic War in English, read, discuss, and annotate 
• Gallic War Book 1, Chapters 1-7 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci:  
•establish class routine, including reading aloud and sight reading 
• self-assessments of any morphology/syntax and vocabulary remediation needs 
• good sight reading/annotation ‘hygiene’ for syllabus passages 
• sight reading strategies for non-syllabus passages  
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• literal translation and self-assessment using grids 
• research/discussions/presentations about the history, culture, and geography of both Rome and 
Gaul 
• Caesar’s writing style  

• test 
• 2nd progress check (weeks 4-6) 

• Gallic War Book 4, Chapters 24-36 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including syllabus & non-syllabus sight-reading and 
reading aloud (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci: (activities outlined elsewhere in syllabus) 
• interpreting an author’s purpose in the cultural context  
• supporting one’s interpretation with the proper use of quoted evidence in written short answers 
continued self-assessments of remediation needs  
• self-assessments for meta-cognitive reading comprehension and development of corrective 
strategies 
• getting from sight reading/comprehension (I know what it says) to the best literal translation (I 
am accountable for the morphology/syntax/vocabulary/context) 
• continued discussion about Gallic War’s cultural context and essential themes 

•test 
• 3rd progress check (weeks 7-9) 

• Gallic War Book 5: Chapters 24-48 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment, syllabus and non-syllabus 
sight-reading, and reading aloud (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci: (activities outlined elsewhere in syllabus)  
• literal translation and the “picky details” (how to earn as much credit as possible ) 
• good review habits (cumulative tests feel more cumulative now!) 
• breaking down an analytical essay prompt and planning a response 

• test 
!
2nd 9 weeks 
• 1st progress check (weeks 10-12) 

• Gallic War Book 6: Chapters 13-20 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment, syllabus and non-syllabus 
sight-reading, and reading aloud (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• review Gallic War Book 6 in English 
• instructional foci: (activities outlined elsewhere in syllabus) 
• breaking down an analytical essay prompt and planning a response 
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• continued discussion about Gallic War’s cultural context and essential themes 
• test 

• 2nd progress check (weeks 13-15) 
• review Gallic War readings in both Latin and English 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment, syllabus and non-syllabus 
sight-reading, and reading aloud (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci: (activities outlined elsewhere in syllabus) 
• continued discussion about Gallic War’s cultural context and essential themes 
• breaking down an analytical essay prompt and planning a response  
• organization of an analytical essay response, including choosing evidence and explaining its 
relevance 
• timed essays begin in this grading period for formative feedback 

• test; this is the first test to require a well-developed essay for summative feedback; all tests are 
cumulative and summative, but this test serves as a checkpoint for all the Caesar readings 

!
3rd progress check (weeks 16-18) 

• Aeneid Book 1 in English, read, discuss, and annotate 
• Aeneid Book 1. 1-209 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment and syllabus & non-syllabus 
sight-reading  (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments)  
• instructional foci: 
• scansion and reading aloud in the meter 
• conventions in epic 
• research/discussions/presentations about the history and culture of Rome, bridging the short 
gap between Julius Caesar and Augustus / Vergil’s world-view, essential themes 
• Vergil’s writing style 
• translating poetry literally (how is it different?) 
• poetic devices 
• breaking down an analytical essay prompt and planning a response 
• organization of an analytical essay response, including choosing evidence and explaining its 
relevance (timed essays) 

• test 
• optional: prepare a dramatic interpretation of the proem and present to the class 

!
!
MIDTERM, for those not exempting 
!
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3rd 9 weeks 
!
1st progress check (weeks 19-21) 

• Aeneid Book 1. 418-440, 494-578 
• Aeneid Book 2. 40-56, 201-249 
• Aeneid Book 2 in English, read, discuss, and annotate 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment and syllabus & non-syllabus 
sight-reading (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci: 
• scansion and reading aloud in the meter 
• research/discussions/presentations about the Trojan War and related mythology and essential 
themes  
• breaking down the prompt, planning a response, organization of an analytical essay response, 
including choosing evidence and explaining its relevance (timed essays)  

• test 
!
2nd progress check (weeks 22-24) 

• Aeneid Book 2. 268-297, 559-620 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment and syllabus & non-syllabus 
sight-reading (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci: 
• scansion and reading aloud in the meter 
• research/discussions/presentations about Greeks in Vergil, Sinon and other essential themes  
• translating poetry literally  
• poetic devices 
• breaking down the prompt, planning a response, organization of an analytical essay response, 
including choosing evidence and explaining its relevance (timed essays) 

• test 
!
3rd progress check (weeks 25-27) 

• Aeneid Book 4. 160-218, 259-361, 659-705 
• Aeneid Book 4 in English, read, discuss, and annotate 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment and syllabus & non-syllabus 
sight-reading  (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci: 
• scansion and reading aloud in the meter 
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• research/discussions/presentations about Book 4’s essential themes, Dido as wounded deer, 
leadership, role of women, responsibility/pietas vs. individual desires, interactions between gods 
and humans 
• translating poetry literally 
• poetic devices 
• breaking down the prompt, planning a response, organization of an analytical essay response, 
including choosing evidence and explaining its relevance (timed essays) 

• test 
!
4th 9 weeks 
!
1st progress check (weeks 28-30) 

• Aeneid Books 6, 8, 12 in English, read, discuss, and annotate 
• Aeneid Book 6. 295-332, 384-425, 450-476, 847-899 
• daily and weekly practice and feedback, including self-assessment and syllabus & non-syllabus 
sight-reading  (see Class Activities, Assignments, and Assessments) 
• instructional foci: 
• scansion and reading aloud in the meter 
• research/discussions/presentations about Vergil’s depiction of the underworld and Roman 
beliefs about the afterlife, Vergil’s portrayal of Rome’s destiny 
• translating poetry literally 
• poetic devices 
• analytical writing using both Caesar and Vergil passages 

• test 
• review sessions outside of class meetings (optional) 

!
!
2nd progress check (weeks 31-33) 

• time built in, in the event our reading schedule runs behind 
• Review exercises and test preparation exercises drawing from all the syllabus based passages 
• Review sessions outside of class meetings (optional) 
• AP Practice exam and debrief (week 33, summative grade) 
• AP EXAM (week 34) 

!
3rd progress check (weeks 34-36) 

• Cumulative research projects 
• Final exam for those not exempting


