
 

 
 

 

Lake Travis High School 

Spanish II Course Syllabus 

 

Department:  LOTE                                                   Course Title: Spanish II    

Grade Level:  9-12                                    Prerequisites: Spanish I 

 

                                                             
                     

Course Description 
Spanish II is a two semester course and is designed for a wide range of students who have previously had one year of formal Spanish 

language instruction, and are now able to carry on a conversation creating questions and answers.  Students will be provided with a 

variety of activities in order to develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as the opportunity to learn about 

the various cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.   
 
Expected Learning Outcomes 
Students will be able to: 

 1.  Understand basic spoken Spanish and respond orally. 

 2.  Produce learned vocabulary, phrases and sentences when speaking and writing. 

 3.  Recognize the importance in communication to know about the culture. 

 

Text 

¡Exprésate! 2 Humbach, Velasco, Smith, McMinn – Holt, Rinehart & Winston             Web site:  www.hrw.com 

 

Evaluation (per nine weeks) Check teacher websites regularly for assignments and quiz/test schedules. 

 

40% Major - including tests and projects 

 

30% Minor – quizzes and specified assessments 

 

30% Daily – homework and in-class assignments 

 

*Remember that midterm and final exams count for 20% of your semester grade. 

 

The lowest daily grade and the lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the 9 weeks.  

 

Late Work Policy 
 

Major grade assignments (such as projects): 20 points deducted per class day late, with the due date counting as the first 

day.  

 

Minor/Daily grade assignments:  20 points will be deducted for late work. Any late work must be turned in within 5 class 

periods of the due date. 

 

Make-up Work 
Students have a period of time as outlined in the Student Handbook to make up work when absent.  Students are responsible for 

missed work and assignments. Students must make up missed tests and quizzes before/after school by scheduling an appointment with 

the teacher the day they return, and these must be taken within one week of the absence. 

 

Tests  

Tests will be announced several class periods in advance. Students are expected to take tests as scheduled even if absent the prior class 

period. 

 

Retest Policy 
Students in a regular-level class, such as Spanish II, will have the option of arranging with their teacher to retake an exam that was 

failed according to the campus policy. 

 

 

Goals, Procedures and tips to be successful in Spanish 2 

 

 

http://www.hrw.com/


Learning Goals 

 

Vocabulary 

With a degree of fluency students will be able to: 

● Discuss friends and family; celebrations, parts of house 

● Give directions to places around town  

● Discuss daily routine & chores 

● Describe clothing and shopping:  buying and selling 

● Discuss sports; pastimes; competitions 

● Talk about childhood 

● Tell what to do in case of an emergency; emotional reactions; body parts 

● Describe professions and what the future will be like  

● Discuss cooking techniques; restaurants & menu items 
 

 
Grammar 

With a degree of fluency students will be able to: 

● Use reflexive verbs  

● Construct adverbs  

● Use direct and indirect object pronouns 

● Use various verb tenses appropriately 

● Use Past participle as adjectives 

● Give and receive positive/negative commands with & without object pronouns 

● Time constructions w/ hace …que 
 
Culture 
Explore and appreciate various Spanish-speaking communities by comparing and contrasting them with their own communities. 

Classroom Policies and Procedures       
 
The main rule we ALL have to follow in this class is Respect : 
respect others the way you like to be respected, 
respect time, turns, materials, property, space... At your age, you already know how it goes. 
 
Then there is a personal advice that will help you to make the best of your learning experience with Spanish: 
Come ready to TRY( to speak, to share, to sing, to cook, to dance...) 
If the first time you get it right, great! 
If not, don't let "fear" get the best of you. Smile ( or laugh if it was a big "Ooops!") and try again. 
 
Here are the policies about late work, grades, materials needed ... 
Please read it  and come ready to ask questions or share comments before you sign it acknowledging you understand. 
Also, please let me know if you think there is anything that should be added. 
                    
What do I expect from you? 
Please, respect others the way you like being respected: 

Listen actively, Raise your hand, wait your turn... 

Respect  school's and others' space, work, time, property ( If you notice that someone has written, drawn, or in any way 
defaced your desk, please bring it to my attention immediately.  The last person sitting in the desk when the drawing is 
found will be held responsible and will be required to serve detention cleaning all of the desks in the classroom.) 

 



 Be on time and prepared with your own textbook, paper, pen or pencil and copies. You are welcome to use the toys and 
other resources displayed around the room. They are great learning tools. Just don't throw them and when you are done, 
put them back where you found them. 
  
 Do homework on time and turn it in at the beginning of each class.  
Vocabulary and grammar are to be used to communicate, not simply memorized.  Come to class willing to participate 
daily; you will be asked to prepare  oral presentations at home and share in class without reading. 
For this kind of homework, keep in mind that: none of us is perfect and everybody will be feeling as nervous and out of 
their comfort zone as you, when  using the second language in public. The sooner you do it, the faster it will be over ! 
Try to relax and do your best. All of us will have plenty of opportunities to mispronounce, say the wrong thing etc… 
and the healthiest way of dealing with it is laughing and moving on. Extremely shy students can make arrangements to 
do their oral presentations early in the morning same day is due, with me as the only audience to get the grade, and 
later, still will have to present in front of the class ( but without the pressure of the grade).  
Don't be afraid to ask questions, to me, to your friends/peers, and to yourself! (When, How… can I use what I am 
learning?) Asking questions is the fastest way to get answers!! 
 
 Spanish can be used in all aspects of life, therefore, if your talents are in Science , Technology, History, Cooking, 
Dancing, Singing, Math… you will have an opportunity to shine in this class. If you have friends, connections, 
resources, toys... that can be interesting, please, share your Gifts.  
 
We are ALL learners. Keep an open mind to other ways of life. Be curious, appreciative and smart. Compare, contrast 
and take the BEST of each culture. 
 
 Eat and drink healthy but outside class. (Only water is allowed, No gum) 
Please, at the beginning of each class, put your phone in the box with your number by the smart board. 
 

… and what can you expect from me? 
Respect and hard work . 

The Spanish grammar you will learn is the same in all countries, thanks to the Real Academia de La Lengua. Each 
region/country has it own accent, vocabulary, expressions etc, but the rules to express something correctly are the same; 
like English may sound different in New York, New Orleans, London, Edinburgh or Sidney, Spanish has its own 
variations depending on the speaker origins. My accent comes from Castilla, in Spain, but understood, understanding 
and understandable in any Spanish speaking community.  

Homework. I will look for fun, interesting and challenging but not impossible one. All written assignments must be 
LEGIBLE. Be aware that it is assigned to practice for the application you will do in the next class. 

Frequent messages at least once a week so please, check your e-mail and Schoology. 

 

 

Positive consequences: LEARNING ! 

Information about you and your work in class, shared with your parents. 



Dancing with the partner you pick. 

Candy (with very “interesting flavors”) 

Field trips. 

Cooking. 

Singing or working with the team of your choice. 

 

Not so positive consequences: 

 Candy ( Some of my old students quit candy all together...)  

Dancing, Singing or working with the partner/ team that I pick for you.  

Verbal warning. 

Student/teacher conference. 

Information about you and your work in class, shared with your parents. 
Information shared with the Office (referral) 
  

 * Hopefully “never needed” Clause: Fighting, defiance of the teacher, abusive/vulgar language and/or repeated 
disruptive behaviors warrant an immediate office referral. 

      

Materials you will need: 
Bring your textbook, and your OWN paper, pen/pencil and folder with copies each day.  

You will be asked to keep a Spanish journal for daily writing (spiral). 

To take notes, use the system that works best for you to have everything organized. 

Keep the copies you print or receive in class in a binder or a folder all year long. We will use them often. 
Please donate a box of Kleenex and/or a hand sanitizer container. 
 
Entering the classroom / Turning in homework/warm up activity. 
Please, enter the room and go to the assigned seat in a timely and orderly manner; leave your phone up front and  turn 
in homework BEFORE THE BELL RINGS in the appropriate homework tray.  I am here before and after school for 
questions (take care of all “I was confused” before due dates). To get rid of a zero for Late Work please read Syllabus. 
Bring everything you may need for the class. It is unfair to others to have interruptions during the lesson or to be asked 
to provide for what you did not bring.   
Check the board for the day's warm-up, assignments and homework (write it down so you don't forget.)  Every student 
is expected to take notes during class whether they are teacher guided notes or not. Many times during class, additional 
vocabulary or information is given that you will be responsible for. 
 
 

 
 
Homework and Late Work Policy 



If a student does not have his/her homework, before class starts, a zero will be given for that assignment. This does not 
excuse them from completing the homework when reviewed in class. Usually homework may receive  a completion 
grade ( 0, 25, 50, 75, 100) but also ( and more often) it will be practice for an activity next day in class that will be 
graded.  

Major grade assignments (such as projects): 20 points deducted per class day late, with the due date counting as the first 

day.  

 

Minor/Daily grade assignments:  20 points will be deducted for late work. Any late work must be turned in within 5 class 

periods of the due date. 

 

ABSENCE: Not fun. Please avoid it, but if you can't... 
 
Were you absent the day something is due? 
 If you miss a due date on an assignment because you have an excused absence, you have a period of time as outlined in 
the Student Handbook to make up work when absent.  You are responsible for missed work and assignments. YOU must 
make up missed tests and quizzes before/after school by scheduling an appointment with the teacher the day you 
return, and these must be taken within one week of the absence. 

 
 
What if I’m absent on the day of a quiz or test? 
Being absent from school the class before the day of a quiz/test does not exempt the student from taking it on the day it 
is given. YOU can review with the Schoology material, your notes, textbook… you can e-mail me with any question 
about the material covered and/or can  come early that day and ask questions  before . 
If you miss a test/quiz because of an excused absence, you are expected to see the teacher immediately - on the day you 
return to school - to schedule your make up.  You have one week to make it up.  Failure to do this will cause the 
test/quiz to become a zero in the grade book.  If your absence is unexcused, you have an automatic zero on the 
assignment. 
 
What do I do when my work partner is absent? 
Collect all handouts for your partner, write his or her name, the date, the due date at the top and then place the 
handouts in the “Ausencia/ Absence” tray in the front of the room.  If there is a dialogue you had to present together, you 
may be assigned a different partner. The absent friend will be responsible for finding a different partner outside class 
time to present with or he/she will do the presentation with a puppet. 
 
Retesting  
Students in Spanish 2 class, will have the option of arranging with their teacher to retake an exam that was failed given 
the following conditions:  
• The student must attend a tutorial or prepare for the retest as outlined by the teacher.  
• The student must take the retest at the agreed upon time.  
• The original grade will be averaged with the retest grade for a maximum final grade of 70.  
 
May I Use Google ( or any other technology) for written assignments: 
Use of Google translate and similar resources is NOT allowed. Technology is great, but IF it is the one doing the work, 
our mind is not learning. Find a way to express your thought with the tools and knowledge you have in your head and 
avoid asking Google Translate to do “your part”. Expressions from a source other than your brain will be questioned and 



you will have to prove you know the tense, concept, vocabulary... If it is not your own work, the paper will be graded as 
a zero and you will have to write a new one after class for a 70 maximum. 
 
Collaborating or Copying? 
Copying another student’s work is strictly forbidden and is regarded, by all the teachers on this campus, as especially 
egregious.  Please, please, just don’t do it!  Collaboration is not the same as copying.  If you simply give (or take) another 
student’s paper, you will be referred for plagiarism.  
 
Restroom   
Using the restroom and going to your locker should be done in between classes.  But life happens so... every student will 
have to sign up in the folder with exit and re-entry times. Please take care of business before class starts ( max. exits, 4 
times per semester)   
 
 Tardy  
Students will be sitting in their desks quietly when the bell rings and doing their warm-up for that day. If you have a 
pass, please place this pass quietly on my desk. If you do not have a pass, you will be coded in the grade book as “tardy”. 
The first unexcused tardy will be a warning, the second tardy will be a phone call home, and any more than two will 
result in detentions of varying lengths. If a student needs to speak with me regarding his/her tardy, please do so before 
or after class.  ** Remember that 3 tardies equal an absence and do count towards exemptions.  
  
 
Think you are finished?  
If you have completed all the work for that particular day, including homework, you may get any of the Spanish books 
or newspapers and enjoy them quietly at your desk.  You may not work on anything but Spanish in this class. 
 
Have questions about your grade? (or anything personal, not affecting the rest of the group) 
All questions about your grade... should be asked before or after class.  I will try to accommodate you with an answer 
immediately, but you may have to schedule an appointment to speak with me before or after school for more difficult 
questions. 
 
End of class 
Please avoid packing your materials or getting up to leave, until I have dismissed you (not the bell).  
I will respect your learning time and I expect the same respect from you. 
 
Other?  Let me know if you want to add something. 
 


